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How the truth debate touches all of us and why it’s too important to ignore
e live in a 
postmodern era, 
and we cannot 
avoid its influence 
on our culture’s (and even our 
own) thoughts and practices. 
At its core, postmodernism, 
like all man-made “-isms,” is 
antagonistic to God’s truth. 
Jesus said it would be this 
way, and we should not be 
surprised (John 15:18–19). 
A generation of young people 
is confronted with countless 
ideas, lifestyles, religions, 
values, and worldviews, and 
they have no context for 
critically examining them. 
Our culture presents all of 
them as “normal” and thus 
challenges any understanding 
of and commitment to a 
core set of beliefs.
So how does the Church 
effectively and biblically 
engage this postmodern 
world? How do we bring 
Christ to a culture accelerated 
by information technology 
and globalization? Just as 
we always have throughout 
history: we engage with 
the heart and mind of 
Christ, loving people, living 
out biblical truth, and sharing 
the hope of the Gospel. 
 
In this issue of TORCH, 
we’ll seek to make sense 
of the tough issues that 
our postmodern culture 
presents and consider 
a distinctly biblical response. 
What is postmodernism 
anyway and how did we get 
here? Why is the issue of 
truth, and what we can know 
of it, so important? What 
should we make of the new 
church movements that are 
seeking to minister to this 
postmodern culture? How is 
ministry in this day different 
from any other?
 
Sound interesting? The 
next 30 pages promise to be 
informative, engaging, 
potentially sobering, but 
definitely energizing. God 
has not left us to grope 
hopelessly in a haze for truths 
we want or values we like. 
His revelation to us provides 
certainty that objective truth 
and morality actually exist 
and can be known, that there 
is a purpose for each person, 
and that the future is secure. 
The Holy Spirit pierces 
the fog to give us light and 
understanding (1 Cor. 2:12).
God has placed us in this 
culture at this time to 
be His ambassadors for 
truth. We hope this issue 
of TORCH will show you 
how to proclaim that truth 
confidently to a culture that 
has lost its confidence in 
everything.
Dr. Bill Brown
President 
Cedarville University
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How Cedarville’s Bible Minor
Makes a Major Difference 26
Cedarville University “makes the most of the 
opportunity” — equipping students to engage 
the culture for Jesus Christ.
Cedarville University is a Christ-centered learning 
community equipping students for lifelong leadership and 
service through an education marked by excellence and 
grounded in biblical truth.
“I was 
constrained to 
write to you 
exhorting you 
to contend 
earnestly for 
the faith which 
was once for all 
delivered to the 
saints.”
Jude 1:3Truth and Certainty: 
In Other Words 16
In our postmodern culture, even the idea of truth 
causes battle lines to be drawn. Understanding the 
terms and concerns can clear away the fog.
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Iwas on a radio talk show with a self-professed “liberal” host who wanted a freewheeling discussion about ideas that influence our culture. He was antagonistic to 
Christianity but allowed me to explain the biblical 
worldview. The phones lit up with people critical 
of what they called my heavy-handed approach to 
truth and told me to keep my beliefs to myself. So 
much for an open exchange of ideas!
In the middle of the barrage, a lady called in and 
said, “Dr. Brown, I am a Christian, and I agree 
with what you are saying. I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the only way to God — but I believe 
there are other ways, too.” The talk show host sat 
nodding his head. It made sense to him. 
Welcome to our postmodern world! 
     An Anchor in the 
Time of Storm
by William Brown, Ph.D.
 Isn’t this a good thing? 
Well, yes, challenging the errors 
of modernism was certainly 
necessary. 
 On the other hand, the 
consequences of this shift strike 
at the very foundation of biblical 
truth. And these negative aspects 
of postmodernism are what 
most people view as dangerous 
elements for our culture and 
the Church. The pendulum has 
swung from legalism to extreme 
lenience. For instance:
•  Many postmoderns reject the 
existence of an overriding 
worldview that explains 
everything. They feel that 
individuals have the right 
and duty to explain the world 
only through the lens of their 
own existence and experience. 
As a result, they believe there 
is no objective truth that 
everyone can discover. 
•  Postmoderns are suspicious 
of any person or group that 
tells them it has the answers 
to life. This is considered an 
attempt to control people by 
controlling their thinking.
•  Many postmoderns claim 
there are no authoritative 
interpretations of any text, 
particularly the Bible. They 
What Is Postmodernism?
Postmodernism is the cultural 
ocean we all swim in. We see 
it every day in shopping malls, 
Internet surfing, American Idol, 
Facebook, South Park, 24-hour 
news channels, movies on 
demand, pulp fiction, iPods, 
instant messaging, and David 
Letterman. Academics describe 
it as skepticism, subjectivity, 
literary deconstruction, and 
post-structural architecture. 
 Many Christians get fire in 
their eyes and breathe out smoke 
whenever they hear the word 
“postmodernism.” And they 
have good reason. But before 
we get too bent out of shape 
over postmodernism, we need to 
remember that modernism was 
no friend to Christianity either. 
We lived in modernism for so 
long we became accustomed 
to it and allowed it to frame 
much of Christian thought 
and practice. In many ways, 
postmodernism is a rejection of 
this modernist perspective. We 
cannot think of postmodernism 
as a seamless garment of beliefs 
but rather as a collection of 
different assumptions about life, 
the world, and our experience 
that challenge the modern 
framework. 
would say that writings are 
meant to be individually 
interpreted. Whatever the 
author intended in the past 
is not nearly as important as 
a person’s personal encounter 
with the text in the present. 
 The negative aspects of 
postmodernism are steeped in 
moral relativism, rebellion, and 
individualism. Nothing new here. 
What is new is the acceleration 
and breadth of the postmodern 
mood aided by information 
technology — particularly the 
Internet — so that each person 
becomes independent of everyone 
else as a “stand-alone center” for 
truth and morality. 
 This individual focus is 
postmodernism’s most obvious 
practical characteristic. I call this 
the “for you” approach to truth. 
Just add “for you” to every truth 
statement someone makes, and 
you have the essence of practical 
postmodernism:
God exists … “for you.”
The Bible is the Word of God … 
“for you.”
Jesus is the only way to God …  
“for you.”
Sex outside of marriage is wrong … 
“for you.”
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 Just as light and energy  
collapse into the vortex of a 
black hole, truth and certainty 
collapse into the individual 
person. Such a radical view 
of human nature and reality 
explodes all of our accepted 
traditional values and behaviors. 
Five Guidelines
The uniqueness of our 
postmodern age means that we 
must be aware of our audience 
and their inclinations toward 
understanding the world around 
them. Here are five guidelines:
Never compromise 
God’s truth.
God’s Word embodies His 
written truth whether we accept 
it or not. It does not change 
with practical or philosophical 
waves in culture. Our calling is 
not only to know and embrace 
God’s truth but to communicate 
it as well. Nevertheless, we 
do not use biblical truth as a 
bludgeon to beat people into 
holy submission.  
 Truth is to be known 
(John 8:32), understood (Col. 
1:6), obeyed (1 Peter 1:22), 
loved (2 Thess. 2:10), and 
believed (1 Thess. 2:13). Truth 
is communicated both by our 
words and our lives, which 
means we should …
Acknowledge that we 
live in a world where 
the verdict demands 
evidence.
The apostle Peter wrote, 
“Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have” (1 Peter 
3:15). 
 Peter’s words here 
anticipate a postmodern 
culture. The social and moral 
chaos of the 1960s brought 
about significant opportunities 
for believers to show by their 
lives the powerful truths of 
Christianity. Peter teaches that: 
1). Truly following Christ results 
in lives that display hope.  
2). People notice the difference 
and ask, “What do you believe 
that makes you live like this?”
3). Believers must be prepared 
to give an answer and explain 
what they believe and why.
 So here’s the challenge: 
What have we done today that 
demonstrates we have hope 
because of our commitment to 
Christ? How prepared are we 
to answer the questions and 
challenges that postmoderns ask?
 Remember, young people 
today are not all that impressed 
with clever arguments or 
persuasive presentations. They 
are looking for authentic lives, 
lives that “work,” lives that 
display hope in a world that 
offers only despair. 
 The world they live in 
saturates their minds and hearts 
with messages either of emptiness 
or of unrestrained giddiness. So 
we must …  
Recognize that the 
entertainment world 
has a huge influence on 
ideas and values.
Movies and television have 
become the parables of our 
day; popular music has become 
the poetry. Our technology-
dependent society makes the 
entertainment world a constant 
companion. 
 In Phyllis Tickle’s God-Talk 
in America, she acknowledges 
something we all know: “More 
theology is conveyed in, and 
probably retained from, one hour 
of popular television than from 
all the sermons that are delivered 
on any given weekend in 
America’s synagogues, churches, 
and mosques.”
 It is not the entertainment 
angle alone that is compelling 
but that the programs and songs 
explore relationships, choices, 
and consequences. Yet movies, 
television programs, and popular 
songs leave the most important 
questions unanswered. Life lived 
1
3
2
personal criticism (Luke 
15:1–7), and address practical 
questions (Matt. 18:21–35). 
 But we must use caution in 
stories since they can take on a 
life of their own. Stories do not 
have authority in teaching truth, 
only in illustrating truth. Stories 
used as Jesus did to paint a 
mental picture of a biblical truth 
can make that truth come alive 
and stay in our memories. 
 Personal testimonies and 
biographies, film clips and 
dramas: the Holy Spirit can 
powerfully use stories to bring to 
life truths that may lie dormant 
or answer questions that are 
difficult to put into words. 
 It all comes down to 
our awareness of those we 
are serving. It takes time, 
thoughtfulness, and compassion. 
So above all we must …
to stories over propositional 
statements. On one hand, this 
is a convergence of omnipresent 
technology and entertainment,  
as well as the postmodern 
suspicion toward being told 
what to believe.
 On the other hand, this 
is not as much of a change as 
some make it out to be. We have 
always been drawn to stories 
that illuminate and illustrate 
truth (or error). 
 Jesus set an example by 
frequently answering questions 
with stories. When he was 
asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus answered, “A certain man 
went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho …” (Luke 10:29–37). 
He also used stories to illustrate 
theological truths (Matt. 
22:1–14), clarify someone’s 
theological pronouncement 
(Luke 14:15–24), counter 
at the horizontal level has 
its enjoyable moments, 
but it is ultimately 
empty and unsatisfying. 
Nothing in this world 
can satisfy our deepest 
longings. 
 Even those who 
achieve the pinnacle 
of fame and glory in 
this life find it lonely 
and unfulfilling. New 
England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady was interviewed on 
60 Minutes in December 2007. 
This man has reached the peak 
of success and a popularity that 
only a handful of people have 
ever experienced. Yet he asked, 
“Why do I have three Super 
Bowl rings and still think there’s 
something greater out there for 
me? ... It’s got to be more than 
this.” 
 We know this “something 
greater” is God. Postmoderns 
who are still searching want to 
explore the options before they 
commit. They want to make 
an informed choice about their 
commitments. So one of the 
best ways to converse with them 
is to …  
Use stories to illustrate 
truth.
Much is made about 
postmoderns giving credence 
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Be patient.
True patience is a result of genuine Christian love (1 Cor. 13:4). 
This seems like a no-brainer, but too many Christians are not very 
thoughtful in their approach toward those in the postmodern world.  
 I like to ask people this question: “What comes to your mind when 
you hear the word ‘Christian’?” Most of the adjectives are not positive: 
“narrow-minded,” “bigoted,” “proud,” “anti-intellectual,” and “scary” 
are the ones I hear the most. 
 The most hurtful are those who say something along the lines of 
“Christians are people who hate others.”
 If the marks of a Christian are our love for one another (John 
13:35) and love for our enemies (Matt. 5:43–47), then we have a 
bit of work to do. We must be in this for the long journey: listening, 
answering questions, meeting needs, living truth, speaking truth.  
5
We must be open about our own struggles, doubts, 
fears, and failures. God’s grace and Christ’s blood 
cover it all. Today’s postmoderns need to hear that it 
is true and see that it works. 
What’s Next?
So what comes after postmodernism? What will 
post-postmodernism look like? It’s hard to say, 
since culture changes in ways that few ever predict 
accurately. But we know God’s truth does not 
change. We know Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. We know our hope is secure in 
Him. 
 The postmodern culture has reminded us that 
we must be marked by love and humility, that the 
Western church is not the center of God’s universe, 
and that we desperately need each other. So we keep 
our eyes firmly fixed on Christ and let Him use us to 
bring His good news to a sinful and hurting world.
Dr. Bill Brown became president 
of Cedarville University in 
June 2003. A graduate of the 
University of South Florida, 
Brown holds a Th.M. and Ph.D. 
from Dallas Theological Seminary. 
As a nationally recognized 
worldview expert, he has authored three worldview-
related books and is the executive producer of the 
re:View worldview study (www.re-films.com). Read his 
blog at www.cedarville.edu/president.
To find out more about our journey to 
postmodernism, read Dr. Brown’s historical 
perspective at www.cedarville.edu/torch.
T
Introducing Bill Bigham, Vice President for Advancement
For Bill Bigham, Cedarville’s new vice president for advancement, the true reward of his job is witnessing the sense of fulfillment people gain through their giving. “God uses His people to accomplish His purposes,” he said. “They give of their resources to benefit others because they believe so strongly in the cause. It is rewarding when both the giver and the receiver benefit from the gift.”
 Bigham brings a wealth of advancement experience and a strong fundraising record to his new role at Cedarville. He garnered 
11 years of experience at his most recent job with Roberts Wesleyan College, from a variety of directorial positions to four years as vice 
president of advancement. His career evidences an enthusiasm for Christ-centered education.
 “The integration of faith and learning is what sets Christian higher education apart,” Bigham said. “Not only do graduates become 
competent in their careers, but they also become leaders in their communities and make a difference in the world around them.”
 Many factors drew Bigham to Cedarville, with the University’s reputation for rigorous academics, spiritual formation, and 
commitment to excellence topping the list. “These qualities set Cedarville apart as one of the premier Christian institutions in the 
country,” he said. “I’m looking forward to meeting the people who made Cedarville great and making new friends on behalf of the University.”
 A 1995 graduate of Roberts Wesleyan, Bigham earned a master’s degree in public administration from The State University of New York. He was included in Rochester 
Business Journal ’s “Forty Under Forty” list of young professionals and is currently a member of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities’ Chief Institutional 
Advancement Office Commission.
 Bigham and his wife, Beth, have four children, two girls and two boys, ages one to eight. The Bigham family now resides in Cedarville.
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by Michael E. Wittmer, Ph.D.A Thought-Provoking Look at the Emergent Church
Jesus 
Why living like 
is not enough
Every generation must integrate the Christian faith with its own particular moment in history. The early church did it with Plato, the medieval church used 
Aristotle, the Reformers relied on the Renaissance, 
the modern church incorporated the Enlightenment, 
and now the emerging church is seeking to assimilate 
its faith into our new postmodern culture. 
Communicate Without Compromise
This is a necessary, though dangerous, job. The same 
culture that provides avenues to communicate the 
Gospel may also, if we are not careful, compromise 
its most important parts. Consider the modern 
church. Surrounded by a scientific culture that 
valued proof and hard facts, modern conservatives 
packaged the Gospel into “The Four Spiritual Laws” 
and defended it with Evidence That Demands a 
Verdict, the apologetic classic by Josh McDowell. 
While these endeavors led many to Christ, emerging 
Christians wonder whether such intellectual 
approaches emphasize knowing the right facts rather 
than doing the right acts. 
 These emerging Christians are a trans-
denominational collection of mostly Western, 
white 20- and 30-somethings who, like many 
in our postmodern culture, seek authenticity in 
their relationships, a sense of transcendence in 
their worship, and remedies for the big social and 
economic problems of our day, such as racism, 
sexism, slavery, poverty, and pollution. All of this is 
a large improvement over the individualized Gospel 
with which many modern conservative Christians 
grew up. We all should applaud and follow their lead.
 Nevertheless, a significant segment within the 
emerging church goes beyond this call for authentic 
Christian living and permits our postmodern 
culture to influence its beliefs. The leaders of this 
group are found in Emergent Village, a loose-
knit organization that arose from friendships 
formed during Leadership Network meetings in 
the late 1990s. This group is increasingly called 
“Emergent” in order to distinguish it from the 
more conservative “emerging” church. Its most 
influential authors include Brian McLaren, Tony 
Jones, Doug Pagitt, Spencer Burke, Peter Rollins, 
and John Caputo (the latter may not call himself 
“Emergent,” but he is a friend and contributor to 
the movement). While these writers may not agree 
on every point, the following thread is emerging 
from their writings:  
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Everybody Wins
Conservative Christians believe 
that we are sinners who are 
saved by Christ’s death and 
resurrection on our behalf. 
Anyone who repents and 
believes in Jesus will live forever, 
while anyone who does not 
will go to hell. Many Emergent 
leaders grew up with this 
conservative Gospel and are now 
reacting against it. 
 Perhaps influenced in 
part by our culture’s value of 
inclusion — where every child 
is above average and receives a 
trophy just for participating — 
several Emergent authors say 
that we must not exclude others 
from the family of God simply 
because they believe differently. 
Rather than separate people into 
in- and out-groups, we should 
recognize that we are all God’s 
children, accepted by Him just 
as we are. 
 Some Emergents, such as 
Pagitt and Burke, say outright 
that we are born without 
original sin. Since we are already 
good, there is no need for Jesus 
to bear the penalty of our sin 
on the cross. Many Emergents 
endorse any and all theories 
of the atonement except the 
view that Jesus suffered His 
Father’s wrath on our behalf. 
They suggest that this sounds 
like “divine child abuse,” for if 
God is love, why does He need a 
sacrifice in order to forgive?  
 Because we are already 
accepted by God at birth, several 
Emergent leaders say there is 
nothing we must do to be saved. 
They suggest that salvation is an 
“opt-out” rather than “opt-in” 
plan. Everyone belongs to the 
family of God, though we retain 
the freedom to opt out if we 
want. However, since they can 
scarcely imagine anyone staring 
the God of grace in the face and 
opting for hell, these Emergents 
seem to favor universalism — 
everyone is saved in the end.
 Because right beliefs have 
no bearing on one’s salvation, 
many Emergents claim that 
the only thing that matters is 
good behavior. Rather than call 
people to believe in Jesus, they 
urge others to follow or live “in 
the way of Jesus,” which cashes 
out as radically inclusive love. 
Those who embrace the outsider 
belong to God’s kingdom, 
regardless of what they believe.
What Do You Know?
How do Emergents square such 
statements with Scripture? Some 
get around it by asserting that 
Scripture is not a revelation 
from God. Rollins says that 
God’s transcendence makes 
revelation impossible, so that 
“when it comes to God, we have 
nothing to say to others, and we 
must not be ashamed of saying 
it.” Others, such as Caputo, 
argue that we only think 
Scripture is God’s revelation. 
Since other religions disagree, 
we should humbly concede that 
the Bible is only one perspective 
among many and that it could 
be wrong. 
 Even those Emergents 
who use the Bible insist that 
our interpretations often go 
astray. While this is a helpful 
reminder, some Emergents 
use the possibility that our 
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Pastor Doug Pagitt leads Sunday night service at Solomon’s Porch in Minneapolis. Members of Solomon’s 
Porch meet in a former Methodist church that from the outside looks like a typical brick church. The inside, 
however, is far from typical. 
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understanding may be wrong 
in order to offer new and 
unusual interpretations of key 
biblical texts. Consider Jesus’ 
warning that most people are 
on the broad road that leads 
to destruction and only a few 
are on the narrow road that 
leads to life (Matt. 7:13–14). 
McLaren suggests that Jesus was 
not speaking of heaven and hell 
here but merely advising people 
that there are many ways to get 
in trouble with Rome and only 
a few ways to live at peace with 
it. When asked about this novel 
reading, McLaren conceded that 
he could be wrong but at least 
his view was possible. I suppose, 
but don’t we need a better 
reason to overturn 2,000 years 
of exegesis than just “anything is 
possible”?
 This penchant for new 
interpretations is most 
noticeable in the area of 
homosexuality. The Church has 
always taught that Scripture, 
particularly Romans 1:26–27 
and 1 Corinthians 6:9, opposes 
homosexual behavior. But 
many Emergents assert that 
homosexual activity in Paul’s 
day differed from ours. They 
say he observed adult men 
taking advantage of young 
boys, so when he denounced 
homosexuality he was actually 
opposing pedophilia. According 
to these Emergents, we don’t 
know what Paul would think of 
gay unions among consenting 
adults; besides, isn’t it more 
important that homosexuals are 
happy than that they obey some 
ancient rule? So Caputo, who 
concedes that Scripture opposes 
all homosexual activity, also says 
the Bible is wrong.
Last Thoughts
The emerging church is a 
big postmodern tent that, 
though it includes many with 
nontraditional views, also makes 
room for conservative Christians 
who want to dialogue about the 
shape of their faith in the 21st 
century. A Christian may be 
emerging and entirely orthodox.
 This is less likely with 
Emergent. Though some 
orthodox Christians may remain 
Emergent for relational reasons, 
the movement itself is trending 
toward a new kind of liberalism 
that discards many foundational 
beliefs of the Church: original 
sin, penal substitution, the 
reliability of revelation, and the 
need to believe anything about 
Christ in order to be saved. 
Once these dominoes fall, what 
is left of the Christian faith?
 Emergents rightly emphasize 
our need to follow Christ and 
serve others, but they often 
forget that we can only live 
for Jesus when we are rooted 
in the doctrines of orthodox 
Christianity. Genuine Christians 
never stop serving because they 
never stop loving, and they never 
stop loving because they never 
stop believing. 
 May we all live a faith that 
pursues biblical truth, godly 
love, and spiritual integrity.
Dr. Michael Wittmer, 
a 1989 graduate of 
Cedarville University, 
is a professor of 
systematic theology 
at Grand Rapids 
Theological Seminary. 
He attended 
Dallas Theological 
Seminary and Grand Rapids 
Theological Seminary before 
earning a Ph.D. from Calvin 
Theological Seminary. His most 
recent publications include the 
books Heaven Is a Place on 
Earth: Why Everything You Do 
Matters to God and Don’t Stop 
Believing: Why Living Like 
Jesus Is Not Enough. 
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To read more about the Emergent church, check out Dr. Michael Wittmer’s 
new book, Don’t Stop Believing: Why Living 
Like Jesus Is Not Enough. Rooted in the 
fundamentals of the faith, Wittmer presents 
an analysis of the Emergent movement and 
its doctrine. He addresses the key issues 
that confront today’s church and shows 
why both right belief and right practice are 
necessary for authentic Christianity. 
Don’t Stop Believing is published by Zondervan and scheduled for release on October 28.
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In this postmodern era, the Church of Jesus Christ is facing some critical theological debates that 
strike at the core of its identity. 
One of the most significant 
relates to the very nature of 
the Church itself — what 
theologians call the doctrine 
of ecclesiology. Some who seek 
to follow Christ are highly 
innovative, taking liberties with 
the doctrine and form of the 
Church that make others, who 
may be more conservative, rally 
to the defense of what they 
perceive to be the Church’s 
historic ideal and image. Thus, 
a highly charged debate rages 
between what we might call 
“innovators” and “preservers.”
 What is lost in much of 
the contemporary debate is 
the rich history of the Church, 
which has undergone extensive 
developments, major renovations, 
and radical transformations in 
its 2,000 years of existence. The 
changes are not limited to the 
most recent eras, as if the Church 
has had a stable ecclesiological 
doctrine and form for most of 
its history; rather, change has 
been consistent from the New 
Testament era to the present. 
Innovators and preservers are 
naturally and, I would argue, 
necessarily present in every 
innovative force that radically 
changed the nature of worship 
and tradition and met with 
critical resistance. Some of the 
most creative innovators of the 
post-apostolic era were heretical 
individuals and groups that sought 
to radically separate Christianity 
from Judaism (e.g., gnostics), 
limit the Christian “canon” to a 
truncated Gospel of Luke and 
10 letters of Paul (Marcion), or 
preserve the unity of God either by 
diminishing the divinity of Christ 
(e.g., adoptionists and Arian) or by 
denying the separate personhood 
of Christ (e.g., modalists). Some 
of the most radical innovators of 
the medieval era were monastic 
individuals who reacted against the 
worldliness of a church growing 
in power, wealth, and political 
engagement. 
 Various monastic groups 
called for reform and a return to 
the simplicity of the Gospel and 
Christian service, often heralding 
the virtues of chastity, poverty, 
and obedience. The 16th-century 
Reformers were innovators in their 
call for a return to Scripture in 
opposition to Catholic abuses of 
power, outright immorality, and 
growth in ecclesiastical tradition. At 
the same time, they were preservers 
as they sought to limit the extreme 
elements of the Reformation 
movement.
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institution and movement. Thus, 
it should not surprise us that the 
trend continues. What we need 
is some perspective and the tools 
to help us assess the nature of 
the change so that our response 
can be informed rather than 
reactionary.
Innovators and 
Preservers
One of the themes that 
emerged out of the 16th-century 
Reformation — one of the 
most radical change-points in 
the history of the Church (and 
one that most contemporary 
preservers applaud) — was the 
mantra “The Church reformed, 
and ever to be reformed.” 
This concept was not new 
or legitimate only for the 
Reformation era; it existed on 
a regular basis for the first 15 
centuries of the Church’s history 
and has obviously continued 
since then. This mantra is true 
and necessary as the Church 
makes self-corrections, faces 
different cultural situations, and 
represents Christ to the world. 
  It is interesting to note 
that it is not a predetermined 
certainty that preservers are the 
ones faithful to Christian truth 
while innovators are radicals 
and heretics, or vice versa. 
The early church itself was an 
A Look at Church History: 
Change Never Comes Easy
by Carl B. Smith, Ph.D. 
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A Tool for Assessing Change
How do we evaluate the necessary changes that 
occur as the Church seeks to live out its mission 
amid the culture of its day? Perspective and priority  
The top level is that of the creeds of the Church, which contain universally agreed-upon doctrine that 
is definitional to orthodox Christianity. The creeds, worked out by church leaders in the early centuries 
of Christianity, many times in response to doctrinal challenges or deviations by certain individuals or 
groups, define an essential core of Christian belief that undergirds such doctrines as the nature of God, 
the Trinity, the divinity and humanity of Christ, the personhood of the Holy Spirit, and the second coming 
of Christ. To embrace the foundational creeds is to acknowledge the work of the Spirit in establishing and 
defining the Church’s doctrine and identity in the course of history. 
The second level is that of major 
confessions of various denominational 
and theological bodies. These confessions, 
though often reflecting doctrinal concerns, 
encompass more refined issues and debates of 
theology such as Calvinism and Arminianism, 
church order, ordinances, and governance, 
among others. Classic examples of these 
confessions include the Thirty-Nine Articles of 
the Anglican Church of 1571, the Westminster 
Confession of 1648, and the 1689 London 
Baptist Confession. These confessions reflect 
concerns of smaller bodies than the universal 
Church and many times are responses to certain 
challenges that occur at particular points in 
history or within ecclesiastical bodies.
1 2
The lowest level is that of church form and structure, which has been and is still the most negotiable level and open to review and change. Though the 
majority of churches claim to be faithful to the ecclesiastical structure revealed in the New Testament, few limit themselves to that model (apostles, 
elders, and deacons), and all embrace developments that came about subsequent to the apostolic era (ending generally at A.D. 100). This level 
encompasses issues such as local church governance (rule by bishops, elders, congregation, or, more recently, staff), church buildings, order of worship, 
music styles (if any musical instruments are allowed), use or non-use of liturgy, and degrees of association with or separation from other Christian groups.
3
 
are essential. The following chart provides a tool for 
evaluating change based on three levels of Christian 
doctrine and practice.
 These levels do not tell us what is important 
and what is not. All three levels address beliefs 
and practices that are important to consider and 
hold. This chart helps us determine significance. 
Issues that are associated with levels two and 
three are not equally significant in determining 
Christian orthodoxy as those of level one, which are 
fundamental to being a Christian. Second- and  
 
third-level issues tend to determine denominational 
or theological perspective. This does not mean that 
second- and third-level issues should not be held 
with conviction and tenacity. Cedarville University 
and many other religious institutions and church 
bodies seek to honor institutional history and faith 
traditions by upholding doctrinal statements. This is 
an important and worthy task.
Level 1:  Foundational Creeds
Level 2:  Denominational Confessions
Level 3:  Church Form and Structure
Define the essential fundamentals 
of the Christian faith.
Refine theological positions.
Express church governance and 
practice.
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Maintaining Balance
Problems arise when we fail to distinguish between 
the levels or raise second- or third-level items to the 
significance of level one. This has been a constant 
source of tension and controversy in the Church. 
 We have seen this occur in recent years with 
the “worship wars” over traditional hymns and 
contemporary choruses, but the history of the 
Church is replete with other examples. Even the 
Reformers failed to make this distinction as various 
Protestant groups (along with Catholics) killed, 
most often by drowning, the early Anabaptists for 
failing to baptize their infants.
 Maintaining a level perspective and priority has 
ultimately guided the Church and its institutions 
for nearly 2,000 years and must continue to do so as 
today’s believers face the new issues and challenges, 
such as postmodernism and the Emergent church. 
Paul’s hope in Philippians 1 is an appropriate reminder: 
“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 
so that you may be able to discern what is best and 
may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of 
God” (Phil. 1:9–11).
Dr. Carl Smith, professor of Bible, joined 
the Cedarville University faculty in 2007. 
After graduating from Tennessee Temple 
University, he received his M.Div. from 
Temple Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He later earned an M.A. and Ph.D. in 
history from Miami University (Ohio). 
His most recent publications include 
the article “Is the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth the Father of Jesus?” and the book No Longer Jews:  
The Search for Gnostic Origins.
T
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 Truth
  Certainty: 
            In Other Words
and
by Dr. Dan Estes
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I was talking with a man who taught at another university about the wonderful opportunities we have to interact with young people as they mature into adults. “That’s the best part of 
working in the university setting,” he agreed.” But 
when I said, “There’s nothing like guiding students 
to know and live the truth,” he looked almost 
panicked. “Truth,” he said. “We can’t use that word 
at our school. It’s too divisive.”
 Truth — divisive? The very idea of the 
university is to be the complete opposite of divisive 
(uni=“one”; versity=“truth”). But in our postmodern 
culture, even the idea of truth causes battle lines to 
be drawn. 
 The following article by Cedarville 
Distinguished Professor Dr. Dan Estes provides 
brief academic and biblical perspectives on why 
the issues of truth and certainty are so confusing 
and troublesome and clears away some of the 
fog. In this article, Dr. Estes reflects the position 
and teaching of those who serve on the faculty of 
the School of Biblical and Theological Studies at 
Cedarville University.
The bottom line is this:
 Does objective truth exist?    Yes!
     Has God communicated it?    Yes!
         Can we know it?                  Yes!
     
     —  Dr. Bill Brown
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hen I was in high school, my church 
began an Awana club, and I soon found 
myself working with a group of eight-year-
old boys. One night I spent a half hour 
helping one of the boys memorize his first Bible 
verse. At last, he could quote it perfectly, but when 
I asked him what the verse meant, he just stared at 
me with a blank expression on his face. He could 
repeat all the words, but he had no clue about their 
meaning. 
 A great difference exists between repeating 
words and understanding or comprehending them. 
If we truly understand, we will be able to translate 
the information into other words.
But … What Does It Mean?
Ever since the time of Christ, Christians have 
discussed the meaning of many terms as they have 
tried to express clearly and accurately what the Bible 
teaches. Often, the discussions among Christians 
are prompted by issues that are swirling about in the 
larger culture. In recent years, there has been a lot 
of debate both outside and inside the Church about 
what can be known and how it can be known. This 
discussion has often focused on terms like “truth” 
and “certainty.” At times, the arguments have 
sounded rather complicated, and sometimes the 
language has gotten heated, leaving many observers 
wondering what the talk is all about.
      As we seek to understand what 
God teaches about this subject, or 
any subject, we need to strive for both 
balance and clarity. Sometimes our 
discussions can focus too narrowly 
on one aspect of what the Bible 
teaches, failing to consider all of the 
evidence in God’s Word. For example, 
numerous verses clearly teach that 
there is only one God (Deut. 6:4;  
1 Cor. 8:4–6; 1 Tim. 2:5).  
If, however, we focus exclusively on 
the oneness of God, then the deity 
of Christ can be diluted, as it is in 
Judaism and Islam. On the other 
hand, if we speak of God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit but do not also emphasize the oneness of God, 
then we may end up sounding as though we believe 
in three gods. The biblical doctrine of the Trinity 
holds all of the evidence together in a balanced way.
 We also must remember to clearly define what 
we mean, or we easily can be misunderstood. Even 
though English is spoken in both the United States 
and in Britain, the same words can be used with 
different meanings on the two sides of the Atlantic. 
When I am in Britain, I need to remember to use 
terms in the British sense if I want to communicate 
what I intend. If not, what I say may be heard 
in ways that are confusing, embarrassing, or 
inaccurate. To communicate effectively, we have to 
listen carefully to how others use words, so we can 
speak meaningfully to them in language they can 
understand.
Defining Truth and Certainty
In our culture today, the word “truth” is used in 
several different ways:
•  In the realm of science, truth refers to what the 
consensus of scientists holds to be accurate at a 
particular time but will likely be refined or altered 
as research yields additional evidence. 
•  Truth also can refer to what a particular system of 
thought teaches. In this sense of truth, what the 
system affirms is the truth, so anything that differs 
from the system must be erroneous. 
W
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•  Many people today view truth as closely linked 
to individual perspective. For them, there 
is no universal, absolute truth, only various 
constructions of truth that are equally valid for 
different people or social groups. 
•  Truth is often used in a qualitative sense for 
individual items that are truthful statements. In 
this sense, 2+2=4 is truth. 
•  In its comprehensive sense, truth can be defined 
as the sum total of that which is known about 
reality by the all-knowing God. 
 Because the same term “truth” can be used 
today in all of these five ways, and no doubt in 
other ways as well, we need to be careful to speak 
precisely and to listen intently, or else we may 
not communicate what we intend to say or grasp 
accurately what others mean when they speak. 
 Just as “truth” is used in a variety of ways, so 
the term “certainty” can mean different things. 
Christian philosophers Norman Geisler and Paul 
Feinberg cite several meanings of certainty in their 
textbook Introduction to Philosophy: A Christian 
Perspective, including: 
•  apodictic certainty which is beyond doubt and 
not possible of correction,
•  psychological certainty in which the knower feels 
sure about an object, 
•  conventional certainty in which a group of 
people decide to use language in a particular way, 
•  pragmatic certainty that regards knowledge claims 
as certain if they produce beneficial results, and
•  cases when probability is accepted as reliable 
knowledge (“The weather forecast said it is certain 
to rain, so I will take my umbrella with me”).
 With all of these possible meanings for both 
“truth” and “certainty,” it is not surprising that the 
claim that “we can know the truth with certainty” 
is heard in many contrasting ways by people 
today. In order for others to understand what 
they mean, Christians need to be able to explain 
in unambiguous language what the Bible actually 
teaches. That is, when we speak of truth and 
certainty we need to translate these terms into other 
words so that those who hear us can comprehend 
the content of what we are saying.
Truth in Question: In Case  
There Was Any Doubt
Our pluralistic society encourages everyone to participate in the ever-widening conversation of what truth is and how it can be known. 
Contemporary philosophers, pop culture icons, and talk 
show hosts all feel the freedom to weigh in on the truth 
debate. Their comments may be subtle, but they are 
nonetheless pervasive … and dangerous. 
“Ultimately the Force is the larger mystery of the universe. 
And to trust your feelings is your way to that.”
— George Lucas
“True salvation is freedom from negativity and, above all, 
from past and future as a psychological need.”
    — Eckhart Tolle
“The beauty of religious mania is that it has the power to 
explain everything. Once God (or Satan) is accepted as the 
first cause of everything which happens in the mortal world, 
nothing is left to chance … logic can be happily tossed out 
the window.”   — Stephen King
“The various religions are like different roads converging on 
the same point. What difference does it make if we follow 
different routes, provided we arrive at the same destination?”
— Mahatma Gandhi
“Kabbalah helped me understand that there is a bigger 
picture and that being well-intentioned is great, but if you 
don’t live your life according to the laws of the universe, you 
bring chaos into your life.”  — Madonna
“Follow your instincts. That’s where true wisdom manifests 
itself.”    — Oprah Winfrey
“If it [scientology] makes Tom Cruise happy, I don’t care if he 
prays to turtles. And I don’t think anybody else should.” 
— Madonna
“Here’s what happens when you die — you sit in a box and 
get eaten by worms. I guarantee that when you die, nothing 
cool happens.”   — Howard Stern
“Truth resides in every human heart, and one has to search 
for it there and to be guided by truth as one sees it. But no 
one has a right to coerce others to act according to his own 
view of the truth.”   — Mahatma Gandhi
Finding Truth and Certainty in Scripture
The Bible contains many important 
principles about what can be known and 
how it can be known. God is frequently 
presented as unlimited in knowledge. 
For example, Psalm 147:5 says, “Great is 
our Lord and abundant in strength; His 
understanding is infinite.” Colossians 2:3 
states that in Christ “are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” God 
has revealed many aspects of what He knows 
through the natural world (Psa. 19:1–6; 
Rom. 1:20), through His work in history 
(Ex. 7:3–5), through human conscience 
(Rom. 2:14–15), through the ministry 
of Christ on earth (Heb. 1:1–3), through 
the Bible (Psa. 19:7–10; 2 Tim. 3:16–17), 
through His direct speech to humans (Matt. 
3:17), and through agents such as prophets, 
apostles, and angels. 
 God, however, has not revealed all that 
He knows (Deut. 29:29), with the result 
that humans can comprehend only part of 
His ways (Job 26:14). In addition, when 
Adam and Eve fell into sin, the human 
race became corrupted (Gen. 3:1–7; Rom. 
5:12–19), and as a result the human mind 
was distorted (1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 4:17–19). 
However, God has revealed some things in 
clear and absolute language so that humans 
can indeed know them (1 John 5:13) 
through the teaching of the Holy Spirit 
(John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:10–13). 
 As we consider all of these biblical 
principles together, what can we understand 
about truth and certainty? How can we 
translate these ambiguous terms into other 
words that we can comprehend clearly? In 
contrast to much of contemporary thought, 
the Bible teaches that there is an objective 
body of reality that is known fully by the 
all-knowing God. Because God has spoken 
through various means, humans are able 
to acquire reliable knowledge from Him. 
But God has not revealed the full extent 
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Cedarville Takes 
a Clear Stand
In August 2006, the Cedarville University Board of Trustees approved a resolution addressing the subjects of truth and 
certainty. The following statement, also 
prepared by the board of trustees, serves as an 
executive summary and articulates the essence 
of the complete resolution:
The Holy Scriptures, as found in the books 
contained in the Old and New Testaments, 
constitute a sure and certain revelation from 
God. The Scriptures are both inerrant (con-
tain no error) and infallible (will not lead 
astray). The limitations in human ability and 
the ravages of sin interfere with our ability 
to interpret the Bible’s message, but the 
message is true and certain in its entirety. 
The great doctrines of the faith are given in 
the Holy Scriptures with such clarity that we 
can be wholly certain of these truths.
To learn more, visit www.cedarville.edu/truth.
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The desire to plan for the future leads many of us to consider how we will be remembered.  
A bequest is perhaps the easiest and most tangible way for you to leave a lasting legacy that 
will impact the lives of students at Cedarville University.   
A bequest is a gift made through your will or trust. You can make a bequest in several ways:
 Specific dollar amount  Specific asset 
 Percentage of your estate  Residue of your estate
For more information on how you 
can create a lasting legacy through a 
bequest, please contact us by visiting 
www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy or 
calling 1-800-766-1115.
We look forward to helping you!
PLAN NOW TO LEAVE A LEGACY
of all He knows, so though humans can 
know truly, they can know only in part, 
not completely as God Himself does. In 
addition, all humans have been affected by 
sin, so their perceptions are flawed, with 
the result that good and godly people have 
sometimes read the same biblical text but 
come to different interpretations of what it 
means and how it applies. Because of this, 
we need to listen intently to others and 
maintain a humble attitude that seeks to 
learn more and more what the Spirit of God 
wants to teach us.
The Conclusion of the Matter
Most importantly, when God speaks clearly 
and absolutely, as He does time and again 
in the Bible, then we can know what He 
says is true. The Bible is not just a collection 
of human perceptions about God; it is the 
Word of God to humans. Consequently, 
we need to study the Bible carefully so 
we can discern precisely what it 
actually teaches, we need to trust it 
wholeheartedly as the Word of God, 
and we need to obey it completely as 
the supreme authority over our lives. 
Dr. Dan Estes serves 
as distinguished 
professor of Bible 
at Cedarville 
University. He 
holds a Th.M. in 
Old Testament 
exegesis from Dallas 
Theological Seminary 
and a Ph.D. in biblical exegesis from the 
University of Cambridge in England. He 
recently published the book Handbook 
on the Wisdom Books and Psalms and 
is currently writing a commentary on 
Song of Songs for InterVarsity Press.   
new generation in 
their teens and 20s 
desperately needs 
the truth and hope of 
the Gospel. Cleverly 
coined as “post-everythings” by 
author Tim Keller, many in this 
generation adopt an increasingly 
postmodern worldview. They 
resist purely rationalistic, 
propositional explanations 
for reality and are wary of 
exclusive truth claims. While 
this presents obvious challenges 
for evangelism, the good news 
is that they are also post-
secular and much more open 
to dialoguing about spirituality, 
religion, and the supernatural. 
They are technologically savvy, 
morally relativistic, suspicious 
of authority, comfortable with 
change, concerned about issues 
of social justice, and committed 
to tolerance as the highest 
virtue. They are our future, and 
they need Jesus — but how do 
we reach them?
by Mark Irving
A
Ministry Trends for the Post-Everything Generation
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perceived safety and security of a 
“Christian” subculture has left a 
generation underexposed to 
credible representatives of the 
faith.
 For us to be understood by 
a generation skeptical of truth 
claims, our outreach must begin 
with sharing our lives. Outside 
the context of a meaningful 
relationship, confronting post-
everythings with polished 
intellectual arguments about 
what we believe and why we 
believe it will be perceived as 
intrusive at best and arrogant 
at worst. They first need to see 
our faith — personally and 
corporately — lived out and 
expressed in authentic loving 
communities. 
 The “evidence-that-
demands-a-verdict” approach 
still works. It’s just different 
evidence.
From Attraction to 
Mission
Reaching post-everythings 
also involves rethinking our 
ecclesiology. In recent decades, 
the dominant form of “doing 
church” in America has been 
the attractional model. I like 
to call it the Field of Dreams 
format: if we build it, they will 
come. It generally operates 
on the assumption that in 
order to bring people to Jesus, 
we must first bring them to 
church. Great effort is put into 
contemporary worship style, 
more dynamic preaching, better 
drama, impressive facilities, and 
programs that meet felt needs. 
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 The quest for relevancy 
among post-everythings 
has undoubtedly led some 
believers down the path of 
theological compromise. 
While the emerging church is 
a lightning rod for controversy 
in this area (particularly the 
Emergent branch), thoughtful 
critics are faithful to commend 
the movement’s ability to 
read the times and engage 
a post-Christian society in 
meaningful dialogue. Can we 
learn something about ministry 
from those in emerging church 
circles? After all, we are exhorted 
to test everything and hold on 
to what is good (1 Thess. 5:21). 
Could there potentially be 
some babies in the proverbial 
bathwater? Or, if you prefer, 
some vegetables in the emerging 
soup? 
 This article will attempt to 
highlight three healthy ministry 
trends often found in — though 
fortunately not exclusive to — 
the emerging church, trends 
that will help us respond in a 
relevant yet biblically faithful 
manner to the rapidly changing, 
post-everything culture. While 
holding unswervingly to the 
essentials of the faith, making 
some adjustments in ministry 
mindset can go a long way in 
introducing post-everythings to 
Jesus, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life for every generation.
From Information to 
Incarnation
Previous generations, influenced 
heavily by modernity, were 
often moved by well-reasoned 
arguments for the faith. In 
an era when science reigned, 
such informational arguments 
were productive in overcoming 
intellectual obstacles to the 
Gospel. If you aimed for their 
heads, their hearts were likely to 
follow. But does the “evidence-
that-demands-a-verdict” 
approach have a shelf life among 
post-everythings who no longer 
offer unquestioned allegiance to 
modern empirical science? The 
answer to this question is both 
“yes” and “no.”
 We are facing a different 
evangelistic and apologetic task 
with this new generation. The 
primary question has changed 
from “Are you rational?” to “Are 
you for real?” Post-everythings 
value authenticity, and the 
primary conduit for 
communicating information to 
them is through authentic 
relationships. Growing up in an 
increasingly fragmented world, 
they long for connectedness. 
Introducing them to the claims 
of Christ involves adopting 
Paul’s pattern of mission work 
among the Thessalonians: “We 
loved you so much that we were 
delighted to share with you not 
only the Gospel of God, but our 
lives as well” (1 Thess. 2:8). In 
other words, our contact with a 
new generation must be 
incarnational. We must embody 
the timeless message we 
proclaim in order to give 
credence to its truth. 
Unfortunately, the tendency for 
believers to retreat into the 
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 And yes, people come, but 
what type of people? Recent 
research confirms that very 
few American churches are 
growing by way of conversion. 
Instead, the sheep are simply 
meandering to greener pastures. 
Church growth cannot be 
equated with church health. 
Even when growth does occur 
from conversion, it is usually 
people from a Christian heritage 
who are returning to their roots. 
As Earl Creps demonstrates, 
post-everythings remain largely 
unmoved: 
 “Sarah, a young professional 
woman, noted: ‘We know you 
have tried to get us to church. 
That’s part of the problem. 
Many of your appeals have 
been carefully calculated for 
success, and that turns our 
collective stomach. Take 
worship, for instance. You think 
that fashionably cutting-edge 
liturgies relate to us on our level, 
but the fact is we can find better 
entertainment elsewhere. The 
same goes for anything you term 
contemporary. We see right 
through it. It is up-to-date for 
the sake of being up-to-date, 
and we are not impressed by the 
results.’” 
 Just because a ministry 
method is recent doesn’t make it 
relevant to a shifting culture. To 
reach them with the Gospel, we 
don’t need to be trendy, but we 
do need to be mission-oriented. 
 Being a missionary is a 
difficult task, especially when 
the culture shift has taken 
place in one’s own backyard. 
As Paul did in Athens (Acts 
17), competent missionaries 
embedded in a pagan culture 
diligently set about the task of 
contextualization — carefully 
studying the culture in order 
to find connection points for 
communicating the Gospel. 
This process is essential 
for dialoguing about the 
Christian faith in a way that 
an increasingly post-Christian 
society can understand. For 
instance, we can no longer 
assume that our hearers 
comprehend basic Christian 
concepts such as sin, God’s 
Word, creation, the cross, or 
even God. They speak a different 
vernacular, and our “Christian-
ese” will be misunderstood or 
met with blank stares. 
 Contextualization is 
something the emerging church 
seems to comprehend. However, 
we must simultaneously 
contend for the faith (Jude 3), 
or we will have nothing worth 
contextualizing. We don’t need 
to tinker with the Gospel to 
make it more palatable or 
relevant. The Gospel is already 
relevant. But like missionaries, 
we must attentively study our 
culture so that we can faithfully, 
yet intelligibly, communicate 
the unchanging message to a 
new generation.
From Suburban to 
Urban 
In many ways, the emerging 
church has grown out of a 
reaction against a plastic, 
inward-focused, suburban 
version of Christianity devoid 
of influence and involvement 
in a hurting world. It criticizes 
the stale orthodoxy of churches 
and Christians that champion 
doctrinal definition but possess 
little concern for the poor 
and marginalized in society. 
Emergers disdain hypocrisy. 
So do post-everythings. So did 
Jesus. The solution, however, 
is not to redefine orthodoxy or 
soften doctrine but rather to 
authentically adorn the Gospel 
with action (Titus 2:10).
The economy is front-page news ... and not just because of the presidential election. 
Confronted by rising gas prices, volatility on Wall Street, the mortgage industry in crisis, 
and overall inflation, we’ve been forced to tighten our budgets, re-examine our financial 
investments, and ask tough questions about 
where our economy is headed. Join us in the 
next issue of TORCH (spring–summer) 
as we seek to make sense of the economic 
confusion, considering the causes, grappling 
with the consequences, and offering a biblical 
perspective on how followers of Christ should 
respond.N
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 One wonders if the 
emerging church would exist 
if fundamentalists in the early 
part of the last century had 
not largely jettisoned social 
concern in a pendulum swing 
away from the liberal social 
Gospel. Many doctrinally 
sound churches who are 
making inroads for the Gospel 
among post-everythings are 
heading back into the city 
and meeting social needs 
in tangible ways, reuniting 
orthodoxy (right belief ) with 
orthopraxy (right practice).
 Fishing for vegetables in 
the emerging soup involves 
avoiding the pitfalls of 
emergent syncretism on 
the one hand and legalistic 
separatism on the other. While 
culture will certainly continue 
to shift, Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and 
forever. He is the solid Rock 
we must winsomely present 
to our post-everything culture 
— using timely methods to 
proclaim timeless truth.
Mark Irving 
is director of 
discipleship 
ministries at 
Cedarville 
University. 
After 
graduating 
from 
Cedarville, he attended Dallas 
Theological Seminary where he 
earned a Th.M. in educational 
leadership.  
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Truth or 
Consequences? by Pastor Bob Rohm
“One word of truth outweighs the 
entire world.” 
— Alexander Solzhenitsyn, upon being awarded the prestigious
 Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970 
 “What is truth?” Pontius Pilate half-heartedly inquired 
at Jesus’ trial. The answer to this question is one of the most 
important responses anyone would ever proffer. After all, 
eternity is in the balance.
 Is truth simply whatever an individual believes? In his 
book The Truth War, Dr. John MacArthur defines truth 
as “that which is consistent with the need, will, character, 
glory, and being of God. Truth is the self-expression of 
God.” In stark contrast, the postmodern worldview posits 
suspicion to any claim of ultimate meaning or certainty.
 How is a genuine follower of Jesus Christ to respond 
to the apologetic challenge of our day? Ravi Zacharias 
explained it this way in Beyond Opinion: “I have little doubt 
that the single greatest obstacle to the impact of the Gospel 
has not been its ability to provide answers, but the failure on 
our part to live it out.” He went on to report that a Hindu 
friend questioned the experience of conversion by saying, 
“If this conversion is truly supernatural, why is it not more 
evident in the lives of so many Christians I know?”
 Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
Acts 4:12 states, “And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.”
 The good news is that Jesus Christ is both the way and 
the truth. He was crucified, buried, and rose from the dead. 
His death and resurrection have provided forgiveness for our 
sins and a certain future. Let us live our lives as proof of the 
supernatural intervention of God in our hearts! 
Fall–Winter 2008  
Just listen to Cedarville University President Bill Brown for any length of time, 
and chances are you will hear him use those words in some form or another. 
Very few phrases so clearly express Dr. Brown’s passion, and Cedarville’s required 
Bible minor stands as evidence of that passion. 
 “It’s not merely a collection of Bible classes,” said Brown, “but a prescribed 
course of study that gives students the skills to exegete the Word of God and the 
world of God.”
 Dr. Scott Dixon, director of the Bible minor and associate professor of 
Bible, agrees, emphasizing the steps the school has taken to re-vision the 
minor so that students can address cultural challenges. “We do not take that 
responsibility lightly,” he said, “as we seek to produce biblically informed 
graduates able to face a world in desperate need of God’s truth and wisdom.”
 The minor consists of six required courses totaling 16 credit hours. Every 
few years, the Bible department faculty revise and update the curriculum, 
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How Cedarville’s 
Bible Minor Makes 
a Major Difference
             by Sharyn Kopf
“Cedarville is equipping students to engage the culture.” 
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making it as current and 
relevant as possible. Most 
importantly, they focus on 
developing in students the 
skill of thinking theologically. 
“Truth is the foundation,” 
said Dr. Chris Miller, senior 
professor of Bible. “The 
skill to apply it to life is the 
superstructure.” 
    That foundation supports 
the mission of the Bible 
minor, which is to equip 
students with biblical 
knowledge, a theological 
framework, and the skills for 
a lifetime of continuing study; 
to encourage them to embrace 
a process of spiritual formation 
characterized by intentional 
growth within the context of 
a Christian community; and 
to equip them to engage the 
world in a culturally sensitive, 
Christ-like manner.
    Dr. Tom Hutchison, 
interim dean of the School 
of Biblical and Theological 
Studies, explained that the 
courses are designed with 
students in mind — sequenced and integrated to 
produce five critical outcomes: 
•  to study the Scriptures on their own and in 
community with other believers 
• to think theologically
• to grow spiritually
• to engage the culture as Jesus would
• to think critically
 “Our true mission is to prepare students for life 
in the real world,” said Dixon. “Our challenge in the 
classroom is not to get them ready for the next test, 
but rather to teach and train them to think and act 
Christianly in whatever context God places them.”
 As Cedarville makes the most of its opportunity 
to impact lives for Christ, its graduates are heading 
out into the world with just that mindset.  
For instance, Aimee 
Auclair ’06 is currently 
in California pursuing an 
acting career and faces a 
secular worldview on a 
daily basis. 
 “When I moved 
to Hollywood, I was 
immediately bombarded 
with the thinking that all 
roads lead to heaven (‘if there even is one’) and that 
the point is to just put ‘good karma’ into the world 
so that good will come back to you,” she said. “I 
was also told never to judge someone else’s thoughts 
about God because their views are very personal and 
‘there is no right answer anyway.’ At that point, I 
was so thankful that the Bible minor at Cedarville 
helped to solidify my faith.”
 For Cody Fisher ’06, 
the training he received 
has been invaluable to 
the ministry he helped 
establish in Iraq. “One 
of the biggest impacts 
Cedarville had was 
providing countless ways 
for me to be involved 
in showing the love of 
Jesus to the rest of the world,” said Fisher. “They 
equipped me with a mind that’s constantly seeking 
innovative ways to reach the culture surrounding 
me.”
 “The Bible minor is unique, intense, and pro-
active,” Brown concluded, “and it is a highlight of 
the Cedarville student’s education and life.”
Sharyn Kopf enjoys her role as senior writer for public 
relations at Cedarville. She has worked previously as 
a newspaper reporter and spent more than seven years 
as an award-winning radio writer for Focus on the 
Family. Kopf graduated from Grace College in Indiana 
with a communications degree.
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CBTS Spread from Inspire
The Bible is at the heart of our curriculum, and now it is at the heart of our campus! Opened this fall, 
the Center for Biblical and Theological Studies enhances the quality and scope of instruction for both 
the Bible major and the distinctive Bible minor.
Nothing says “Cedarville” more than an outstanding biblical education for every student. This new 
learning space speaks to the core of who we are and what we believe. At a time when biblical authority  
is increasingly dismissed in our culture, our world needs Cedarville graduates to boldly proclaim the  
Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. That is why your gift to the Center for Biblical and 
Theological Studies is so important.
Your gift or pledge before December 31, 2008, will help Cedarville secure an all-or-nothing $500,000 
Challenge Grant to raise the final $2 million of this campaign.
We have already received more than $750,000 toward the $1.5 million necessary for the challenge,  
but gifts are still needed at every level. Won’t you stand with alumni, parents, and faithful friends who 
know that biblical education is worth the investment?
    Give online today at www.cedarville.edu/cbts.
the Center for Biblical and Theological Studies
P r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  Wo r l d
Challenge Match Within Reach
  than bricks and mortar, more than steel and glass, the 
Center for Biblical and Theological Studies at Cedarville University will be 
a place of transformation where students are equipped to shine the light of 
God’s Word into our culture and around the world.
More
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CBTS Spread from Inspire
Complete the $14 
million funding 
project for the Center 
for Biblical and 
Theological Studies
Raise $1.5 million in 
gifts and pledges by 
December 31, 2008 
Receive a $500,000 
Challenge Grant
The Goal:
The Challenge:
The Reward:
$500,000 
Challenge grant
“Light isn’t hidden. Light goes out to illuminate the darkness, 
just like we want our students to do.”
— Dr. Chris Miller, Senior Professor of Bible
“It’s exciting to think about the life-changing conversations 
that will take place here — students and professors loving the 
Lord our God with all their heart and with all their mind.”
— Dr. Bill Brown, President
Memorials remind us that we walk in the steps of an inherited past. From time to time, I like to visit such memorials, and as I 
contemplate the emergence of the postmodern church, the five sketched 
portraits hanging in Cedarville University’s Centennial Library have 
much to tell us. The faces of John Murray, Cornelius Van Til, Geerhardus 
Vos, J. Gresham Machen, and B.B. Warfield are not only a monument to 
Cedarville’s past, but they also remind us of what is at stake in the current 
debate between the Emergent church movement and its critics. 
 Comparisons have been made, and rightly so, between this current 
movement and the liberal theology that occupied the attention of these 
men who defended, in their generation, the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. The similarity raises the question: what would these five 
say to the Emergent church? Were they with us today, I believe the 
Heritage Five would offer up the following 10 assertions:
1.  Christ is the great proposition of history.
2.  Doubt is not a virtue.
3.  Culture is not neutral.
4.  Propositional truth claims did not begin with the Enlightenment, 
nor were they invented by the Greco-Romans.
5. Language does not originate from or define the Church community.
6.  Experience must take a back seat to the Word of God and to the 
Person about whom it is written.
7.  The resurrection is an objective fact of calendar history.
8.  Inclusiveness is implicit universalism.
9.  A penal/substitutionary atonement and Christ’s righteousness 
imputed to the sinner are requisite for right standing before God.
10.  Baptism and the Lord’s Table are divinely ordained, visible lines 
of demarcation between the Church and culture.
 Positively, the Emergent church movement has done much to 
make evangelicals think about how the Incarnation impacts what we 
do, not merely what we say. After all, if we are true followers of Jesus, 
we must bear the identity of the One who showed much compassion 
to the vulnerable and the oppressed.
 Nevertheless, we cannot forget that the only true help is found 
in an Incarnation that is grounded in history, an Incarnation with 
meaning that is above, outside of, and exclusive to all other systems 
of thought. Truth is, first and foremost, a Person (John 14:6) who 
spoke the very first proposition at the very beginning of time, 
creatio ex nihilo. In His resurrection and exaltation, Jesus became the 
proposition against which all truth claims are now measured.
 Truth, then, is the same yesterday, today, and forever. By 
reminding us that Christ is Truth Incarnate, the Heritage Five’s 
wisdom is our challenge for the present, so long as we listen to what 
they have to tell us.
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This editorial is presented by CDR Radio: The Path. 
Chad Bresson serves as Impact News director for the 
CDR Radio Network and is the host for the Impact 
News Front Page program. A Cedarville University 
graduate, he is a self-proclaimed news junkie and 
has been at the network since 1992. Bresson and his 
Front Page program can be heard online at 
www.thepath.fm.
®
T
Hearing Voices
By Chad Bresson, CDR Radio News Director 
“Five Streams of the 
Emerging Church” 
Scot McKnight 
(Christianity Today, 
February 2007)  
www.christianitytoday.
com/ct/2007/
february/11.35.html
Hard Questions, Real 
Answers 
William Lane Craig 
(Crossway Books, 2003)
How Postmodernism Serves 
(My) Faith
Crystal Downing 
(IVP Academic, 2006)
Mapping Postmodernism: A 
Survey of Christian Options
Robert C. Greer
(InterVarsity Press, 2003)
“Ministry Is Stranger 
Than It Used to Be: 
The Challenge of 
Postmodernism” 
R. Albert Mohler, Jr. 
www.albertmohler.com/
article_read.php?cid=2
The Next Reformation: Why 
Evangelicals Must Embrace 
Postmodernity 
Carl A. Raschke 
(Baker Academic, 2004)
Postmodernism 101: A 
First Course for the Curious 
Christian
Heath White 
(Brazos Press, 2006)
Books and Articles 
Ask Them Why: How to 
Help Unbelievers Find the 
Truth 
Jay Lucas (Regular Baptist 
Press, 2007)
Beyond Opinion: Living the 
Faith We Defend 
Ravi Zacharias
(Thomas Nelson, 2007)
“A Call Back to Truth”
Pam Sheppard
(Answers in Genesis, 
September 11, 2007) 
www.answersingenesis.
org/articles/am/v2/n4/
emerging-church
Christianity on Trial:  
Arguments Against Anti-
Religious Bigotry 
Vincent Carroll and 
David Shiflett 
(Encounter Books, 2002)
The Case for Christ 
Lee Strobel (Zondervan, 
2000)
“The Emerging Church”
(Religion & Ethics 
Newsweekly, July 8, 2005)
www.pbs.org/wnet/
religionandethics/
week845/cover.html
Faithful Interpretation: 
Reading the Bible in a 
Postmodern World
A.K.M. Adam
(Fortress Press, 2006)
This resource list is brought to you by the staff of the Cedarville University Centennial Library. 
The Centennial Library serves the University community by providing print, media, and digital 
resources, as well as a wide range of information and instructional services. To learn more, visit 
www.cedarville.edu/library or e-mail library@cedarville.edu.
Telling the Truth: 
Evangelizing Postmoderns
D.A. Carson 
(Zondervan, 2000)
Truth and the New Kind 
of Christian: The Emerging 
Effects of Postmodernism in 
the Church
R. Scott Smith 
(Crossway Books, 2005)
Truth Decay: Defending 
Christianity Against 
the Challenges of 
Postmodernism 
Douglas Groothuis 
(InterVarsity Press, 2000)
The Truth War: Fighting 
for Certainty in an Age of 
Deception
John MacArthur 
(Thomas Nelson, 2007)
What Would Jesus 
Deconstruct?
John D. Caputo 
(Baker Academic, 2007)
Who’s Afraid of 
Postmodernism?
James K.A. Smith 
(Baker Academic, 2006)
Why I Am a Christian:  
Leading Thinkers Explain 
Why They Believe 
Norman L. Geisler and Paul 
K. Hoffman 
(Baker Books, 2001)
Why We’re Not Emergent (By 
Two Guys Who Should Be) 
Kevin DeYoung and Ted 
Kluck (Moody, 2008)
Websites
The Emergence of Emergent
www.christianitytoday.com/
ct/special/emergent.html 
Emergingchurch.info
www.emergingchurch.info
Let’s Talk Postmodernism and 
the Emergent Church 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gv6uxCch7oc
Hearing Voices
By Chad Bresson, CDR Radio News Director 
Did You Know?
The Centennial Library continues to develop an expanding virtual library with online access to almost 
21,000 e-books, more than 20,000 e-journals, and close to 1,600 e-media titles.
Although these study suggestions provide thought-provoking perspectives on the Emergent church movement and 
other related issues, they do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of Cedarville University.
Visit www.cedarville.edu/whatsabuzz to read the latest news from Cedarville University.
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On September 14, Hurricane Ike’s violent winds made their way to the Midwestern states, leaving 
thousands of homes and businesses without power, 
including Cedarville University.
  The lack of electricity, however, did not squelch 
Cedarville students’ desire to serve, as dozens of them 
abandoned their Wii’s, laptops, and iPods to help 
neighboring Cedarvillians clean their yards of the fallen 
debris.
  Grateful community members benefitting from 
students’ service expressed their thanks by handing out 
cups of water and even inviting the volunteers to stay for 
dinner.
  “We were working to 
meet people’s immediate 
needs,” senior Mark 
Miller said. “It was special 
to be able to provide 
unasked and unsolicited 
service to members of our 
community.”
  “In my ethics in 
business class, we’ve been 
discussing the fact that 
to be a leader is first to 
serve,” said senior Kristy 
McGunnigal. “It was such 
a powerful testimony for 
us to see professors with advanced credentials get down 
and dirty and serve alongside the rest of us. It was very 
reinforcing to see them live out the things they teach 
in the classroom: the importance of selflessness and a 
willingness to help with tangible needs.”
Communication Arts
C omprehensive    
Communication
Intercultural Communication
Journalism
Media Communication 
O rganizational 
Communication
Political Communication 
Exercise and Sport Science
Allied Health
Sport Management* 
Language and Literature
Asian Studies*
French*
Music, Art, and Worship
Worship
Science and Mathematics
Actuarial Science*
Chemistry Education
Environmental Science
  On Thursday, Sept. 
18, the University asked 
faculty and staff members 
to invite neighbors who 
were still — after nearly a 
week — without power to 
enjoy complimentary meals 
at the University’s dining 
hall, affectionately known as 
“Chuck’s.”
  News got out fast — 
220 area residents poured in 
for dinner, enjoying breaded 
chicken, popcorn shrimp, 
and stir-fry.
  Chuck’s was open again 
on Friday for both breakfast 
and dinner. The home-cooking and pasta lines were long, 
but the students didn’t mind waiting.
  “When our power was out, my friends and I searched 
in vain for local restaurants that were open. We ate fast 
food three times in two days, so I’m glad we could provide 
nourishing and healthy meals here at Cedarville,” said 
Michael Schoonover, a junior student. “Jesus fed five 
thousand with twelve loaves of bread, and while we didn’t 
do miracles here, I’m glad we could bless our neighbors by 
living out Christ’s example.”
Cedarville University Adds  
14 New Programs
* minor
High Winds, Soaring Service
October
9–10 Dr. Bill Brown
  Greensboro,    
  North Carolina
 
17   HeartSong
  Kalamazoo,    
  Michigan
 
18  Alumni Chapter Event
  Dallas, Texas
 
24  Alumni Chapter Event
  Maine
 
25–26 The Master’s Puppets
  Jackson, Michigan
 
November
1–2 The Master’s Puppets
  Weirton, West Virginia
 
2  Dr. Bill Brown
  Bristol, Indiana
 
6  Dr. Bill Brown
  College Station, Texas
 
8  Alumni Regional Event with Dr. Bill Brown
  Huntington, West Virginia
 
9  Lifeline Players
  Greenville, Ohio
 
15–18 Men’s Glee Club
  Des Moines, Iowa
 
23  Dr. Paul Dixon
  Lafayette, Indiana
 
23  HeartSong
  Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
 
January
17–18 Lifeline Players
  Carroll, Ohio
 
30  Dr. Bill Brown
  Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
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Upcoming Events
October
2–4, 9–11  Fall Play: An Ideal Husband
3–4 Homecoming
11  Junior Jam 
11  Theatre Day
24  Legacy Banquet 
25  STEPS Seminar
25  Vocal Pedagogy   
  Conference 
31  SOCHE First-Year Summit 
31  CU Friday 
31  David Crowder Band Concert
 
November 
1  Business Day
14–15 Family Weekend
15  STEPS Seminar
21  CU Friday 
22  Science and 
  Math Day
January 
6–8 Missions Conference
17  STEPS Seminar
23–24 High School Leadership  
  Conference 
30–31 Alumni Basketball   
  Weekend
30  Masterworks Concert
31  Nursing Day
February
5–7, 12–14  Winter Play: My Fair Lady
13  Leeland Concert
14  Engineering and   
  Computer Science Day
19–21 Music Showcase
CU on the Road Visit www.cedarville.edu/reps for complete itinerary information.
Visit www.cedarville.edu/events for more information. 
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“??? ????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????? ???”It’s a rare university that can offer you a world-class 
educational experience within a vibrant, Christ-
centered learning community, but Cedarville is just 
such a place.
Step onto our campus, and you’ll join 3,000 students 
from around the world in a daily celebration of faith. 
Step into our classrooms, and you’ll be challenged by 
top-ranked academic programs. Step out into the 
world as a Cedarville alum, and you’ll be sought after 
by businesses and graduate schools the world over.
Discover a university that will equip you for true 
success. Find out for yourself what makes Cedarville 
so unique. 
www.SoCedarville.com
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